
YAB Website: 
www.independentlivingpa.org 

“Search for us”
The Mission of the Pennsylvania 

Youth Advisory Board is to educate, 

advocate, and form partnerships to 

create positive change in the  

child welfare system.  

The YAB is comprised of youth and alumni 16 
and older from the child welfare system from all 
over Pennsylvania.

What does the YAB do? 
  

The YAB educates, advocates, and forms part-
nerships to create positive change in the child 
welfare system.  YAB members are available for: 

•	 Individual and panel presentations to large 
and small audiences 

•	 Peer-to-Peer Mentoring for other youth in 
the child welfare system 

•	 Consulting with child welfare agencies  
and professionals on how to improve the 
policies and procedures   

•	 Training events and as keynote speakers 
•	 Community service projects
•	 Leadership and professional development
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Who is the YAB?  
YAB Partners: 

The YAB is funded by the Pennsylvania Department
of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth 
and Families and supported by the University of 
Pittsburgh, School of Social Work, Child Welfare 
Resource Center.  

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center 
University of Pittsburgh, School of Social Work

403 East Winding Hill Road
Mechanicsburg, PA  17055

Phone: (717) 795-9048 
Fax: (717) 795-8013



YAB Structure THEY.A.B.
IMPACT

 “As we put plans in motion that will lead to sys-

tem change it is important that we listen to the 

voices of those who matter most – the children 

we serve.” – Cathy Utz, Bureau Director, Office 

of Children, Youth and Families
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I’m a youth or alumni, why should I join the 
YAB?  

The YAB is your opportunity for policy makers, 
caseworkers, judges, and others with power in 
the child welfare system to hear your voice and 
recommendations.  

Is the YAB voluntary?  Do I have to join?  

The YAB is voluntary, created by youth, and led 
by youth.  Youth and alumni make all of the 
decisions and are supported by child welfare 
professionals.  You will never be forced to join 
the YAB.  

Where and when does the YAB meet?  

YAB meetings happen all over the state so 
there should be one near you.  Each region 
meets about once a quarter or every three 
months.  Officers of the statewide YAB meet 
every three months.  

Over 200 youth and alumni of the child welfare 
system throughout Pennsylvania are members of 
the YAB. 

Over the course of a year, YAB members present at 
over 100 conferences and training events reaching 
over 800 audience members.  

YAB members participate in a wide variety of 
statewide projects and initiatives including: 

PA Program Improvement Plan 
Child and Family Services Review 
System of Care 
Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network 
And many others…
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“By creating a forum for youth to speak 

about the child welfare system, the YAB 

has created more accountability and 

made the system more responsive to 

the individuals it is
 supposed to serve.” – 

Jennifer Pokempner, Esq., Supervising 

Attorney, Juvenile Law Center 

“I cannot possibly say enough about how pow-

erful the YAB presentation was for our volun-

teers and other service providers in the room.”  

- Audience Member at YAB Presentation

What are people saying about the YAB?  


