Script

Judge: Welcome to court.  We are here today to hear the case of John Doe.  I would like to hear from the Agency Solicitor first.  

Agency Solicitor: Judge, this youth has asked to have a later curfew on the weekends.  In my judgment, this is not safe for the youth because he/she cannot handle the responsibility of staying out later on the weekend.  

Judge: What is the opinion of the Guardian Ad Litem?

Guardian Ad Litem: My client has requested to speak directly to the court.

Foster Parent: I would like to speak first.    

Judge: That is fine.  

Foster Parent: John is the oldest in the house and his foster brothers and sisters look up to him.  We are worried that the younger siblings will be influenced by John and want to stay out later.  

Youth: (THE YOUTH SHOULD PRESENT THE ARGUMENTS THAT HE OR SHE DEVELOPED EARLIER IN THE TRAINING) 

Discussion Questions: 

As a group, discuss the following questions: 

1) If you were the Judge, would you accept the youth’s argument?  What were the strong points and what points could be stronger? 
2) What if the Judge, GAL, or Agency Solicitor were not friendly?  How could the youth handle that situation?   
3) If the youth did not get his or her way, how should they handle that?  
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