
CASE SCENARIO 1: The Survey Mix‑Up 

Jalen just took the NYTD survey for the first time. He shrugs and says: 
 “It’s just another form. My answers don’t really matter.” 

Questions 

1. Why does the NYTD survey matter? 
2. How does the survey help improve services for youth? 

Answers 

1. The survey matters because NYTD uses youth answers to understand real experiences with 
school, health, housing, and jobs. 
 

2. Honest answers help states fix problems, improve programs, and create better support for 
young people transitioning into adulthood. 

CASE SCENARIO 2: The Service Count Problem 

Kayla asks: 
 “How does NYTD know what services I got if I never filled anything out?” 

Questions 

1. Where does NYTD’s service data come from? 
2. How is service data different from the youth survey? 

Answers 

1. Service data is reported by the state. It includes things like life‑skills classes, housing help, 
and employment support. 
 

2. Service data is collected by the state, while the survey is filled out by youth at ages 17, 19, 
and 21. 
 Together, they show what services youth received and whether those services helped. 



CASE SCENARIO 3: The Review Surprise 

During a youth meeting, someone says Pennsylvania had an NYTD Onsite Review. 
 Jamari asks: 
 “Is that like people checking on us?” 

Questions 

1. What is the NYTD Onsite Review? 
2. Why is the review important for youth? 

Answers 

1. The onsite review is when federal reviewers visit the state to check if NYTD data is being 
collected and reported correctly. 
 

2. The review leads to improvements in how data is collected and how programs are run. This 
helps states make services better for current and future youth. 

CASE SCENARIO 4: “What Does NYTD Focus 
On?” 

Icon: ������ (Focus Areas) 

Story: 
 During a NYTD training, Malik raises his hand and asks: 
 “So what are the main things NYTD is even looking for? What are the focus points they care 
about?” 

🎒🎒 NYTD Focus Points (Life Domains) 

NYTD asks youth about six major areas of their life: 

• ��� Education – what grade they completed or if they're in school. 
• ����� Financial Self‑Sufficiency – whether they have a job or income. 
• ��� Health Insurance – if they have medical coverage. 
• ������������� Positive Adult Connections – whether they have supportive adults. 



• ������� Homelessness & Housing Stability – if they’ve experienced being unhoused. 
• ��� High‑Risk Behaviors – experiences related to safety or risky situations. 

 [ocfs.ny.gov] 
 

❓ Questions 

1. Why does NYTD ask about these focus areas? 
2. How do these focus points help states understand youth needs? 

✅ Answers 

1. NYTD asks about these areas so states can understand how youth are doing in the most 
important parts of transitioning to adulthood — school, jobs, housing, support systems, and 
health. 
 [ocfs.ny.gov] 

2. These life domains help states see what youth need. If lots of youth report struggles with 
housing, jobs, or health insurance, states can improve programs and create better services in 
those exact areas. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS ABOUT NYTD 

• NYTD tracks both services youth receive and how they are doing. 
• Youth take the survey at 17, 19, and 21. 
• Honest answers help states improve support programs. 
• Reviews ensure states are collecting data the right way. 

 

https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/youth/assets/docs/NYTD-Cohort-4-Data-Brief-2025.pdf
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/youth/assets/docs/NYTD-Cohort-4-Data-Brief-2025.pdf
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